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their tendency, induces me to pri ut 4 


F copies of the whole correſpondente 
| Jer he true information of 1 thoſe . perſon 


* 


concerned in ſpreading and receiving 


fuch reports. 915 
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The contents of my letters being 
very much miſrepreſented, and many 
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Fzou Mr ROB. GREY To Mr JOS. COWNLEY. | 


Ip DEAR SIR, 
EING informed you intend to adminiſter the 


") U Lord's Supper, in the Methodiſt Preaching-houſe, 
Wt Byker, to-morrow, I take the liberty to expreſs my 
13 WM:ntiments on the ſubject. 1 | 
You have been for many years preaching the Goſpel 
+ oF the Grace of God among us, were I, in the ſmalleſt 
egree, attempting to throw any obſtacle in your way 


{ publiſhing the glad tidings of Salvation, I ſhould 


ith oppoſing God. 


ord, and the adminiſtering of Sacraments, are mate- 
ay different, and am therefore in no fear of incurrin 

it, by expoſtulating a little with you on this account. 
believe there may be an eſſential difference between 


ery thing he advances may be according to his awn 
ination, he may ſpeak all the words of this life,” 
he may * corrupt the word of God,” and endanger 
e ſalvation of the hearers. But the caſe is quite 


e Outward Viſible Sign, and the Inward Spirit 


lie bread and wine, and the form of 'adminiſtration 


iderations are ſufficient to prove, that the fam 1 
cellnty does not exiſt in both caſes; my ſalvation may 
endangered by hearing ſome men preach, but 1 cat 

| not 


mainly incur the diſpleaſure of, and be juſtly charged 
But I am well ſatisfied that the preaching of rhe 


xo perſons. who take upon them to preach} each hack 
l liberty in the pulpit to deliver his own fentiments, 


ferent in the Sacrament. This conſiſts of two parts; 
nee. The former is all that the Miniſter can give? 
be equally as well given and performed by the ati@ 8 


on as by the other, neither of them hath it In hi? 
ver to ſubſtitute any thing beſide; and theſe 21 


— — — —— —— _—_—— — 


ES: 2 
not poſſibly receive the leaſt hurt (if it be not my own 
fault) by receiving the conſecrated elements from any 


man's hands who has the outward call, for the ori. 
| nance is effectual to every one, who by faith and 


rightly do receive, becauſe of Chriſt's inftitution ang"! 
promiſe. I may every Sunday eat of that bread, ani «f 
| | drink of that cup, and receive the ſame from the hand P 
of the moſt koly Miniſter of Chriſt, that ever liel. 
* and never be a partaker of the inward part or thing "W 
5 ſignified, (this the great High Prieſt of our profeſſaſ b 
4 hath reſerved in his own power to impart) nay I mz ' Ii 
ent and drink damnation to myſelf, not diſcerning th Ic 
| Lord's body; and on the other hand, I may nee En 
| teceive the outward part or ſign, and yet every M | 
ſpiritually eat the fleſh and drink the blood of the ſol, ©©> 
of man. The inference, therefore, is ſtrong and co Do 
eluſive, that the neceſſity of preaching the pure wo Hut 
| of God, and of adminiſtering the Sacraments, is efle the 
| en gerent: | On, 
| - Dear Sir, I believe you to have been engaged int ba: 
Methodiſt cauſe well nigh from the beginning of n 
work, perfectly acquainted with the principles, = 
well read in the writings of Mr Welley ; you taffif”" 
| ſerved him as a ſon in the Goſpel, you well know tua 
; preaching of the pure word of God is eſſentially nec admi 
| ſary to the very exiſtence of Methodiſm ; you = 
| equally well know that it doth in no wiſe depend wſl' ! 
1 the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, it hath ſubſiſ ley | 
fifty years without this; you well know Mr. Wel rd mo 
hath declared over and over, that it 1s the pecul ca 01 
glory of the people called Methodiſts, that they clara 
not become a diſtin body, that he declares what" ©! 
is done reſpecting America or Scotland, it hath one 
concern with England, and that to ſeparate from , Gu: 
Church is totally a diſtinct caſe, that the preacher Soc 
connection with him hath no other authority tha uy 


do that part 'of the work which he appointed, 
only in the places where he appointed, and eam. to 
entreats them, to contain themſelves within their s » 
bounds, to be content with preaching the Goſpel, 1 
proclaiming to all the world the loving kindneſs of 
our Saviour, declaring to all, the kingdom of Go 


Flite C 


0-48 


"iN ;t hand, repent ye and believe the Goſpel, earneſtly | -\ 
Y adviſes you to abide in your place, keep your ſtation, 
"Wit ſuperſeding, but provoking to jealouſy the ordinary | 
„ meſſengers, pathetically exclaiming, In God's name 
1 ſtop there, both by your preaching and example 

„ provoke them to love and to good works; ye are | 
mah new phznomenon on the earth; a body of . | 
* « who being of no ſect or party are friends to all | 
80 parties, and endeavour to forward all in heart re- 
J ligiov, in the knowledge and love of God and man. | 


(Ye yourſelves were firſt called in the Church of | | 
> "WF England, and though ye have and will have a thou- | 


* and temptations to leave it and ſet up for yourſelves, 
| n regard them not. Be Church of England men till. | 
g Do not caſt away the peculiar glory which God hath | 


put upon you, and fruſtrate the defign of Providence, | 

eie be very end for which God raiſed you up.“ $484 1 

Jo,, Sir, is it poſſible for you, while Newcaftle | 

Imhan-houſe is ſtill cloathed with the emblems of 

mT ourning, a tribute paid to his memory, to run counter, . 
| 


—Y r:aly counter, to this earneſt exhortation, given 1 | 
85 f, within the two laſt years of his life, wich bu 
7 ually do, to all intents and purpoſes, if you perſiſtt 


aminiſtering the Sacraments of Baptiſm, and the 
weder of the Lord. e 
ou bat if the earneſt exhortation and entreaties of Me 
bb hach no influence upon you, I have ſtill one 
Well"! more to ſound in your ear, and God grant it may 
oo Jour heart, and that is, whether you will faftain 
2 character of an honeſt man, or falſify your moſt 


weld mn engagement. You are a member of the Methodiſt | 
nk erence, and was preſent at that laſt meeting, and | 
— ir Gualtier ſpoke true, when he declared to New= | 
chen e Society, that that body had agreed, that every 1 
, thanks ſhould continue the ſame as it was at the time or | | 
£ 4 death of Mr Weſley. I leave it with your con- | 
; * de to find a name bad enough to brand your pro- { 
their nes with, AM, Dear Sa, 


Your much grieved friend and ſervant, | 
ROB. GREY, * |] 


Fhute Croſs, Sat. morning, 71h Jan. 1792. 
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Frou Mr JOS. COWNLEY To Mr ROB. GREY, 


Mx Drar Friend, 


was 
| OUCHING the eſſentials of religion, I imagine giv 
we differ very little, if at all. With reſpect to Do 
the circumſtantials of it, we do, and we cannot help he 
it, for I cannot make you ſee with my eyes, neither canſſſhe, « 
you make me ſee with yours. „ bout 
If I underſtand you aright, you ſuppoſe a manfuetti 
may be cali'd to adminiſter the chriſtian Sacraments! my 
who is not call'd to preach the Goſpel of the Grace her. 
| God, and that a man may he call'd to preach tha, in 
Goſpel, without being call'd to adminiſter the Sacraſſſay nc 
ments of it. Here we differ, for I believe he neveiſÞ Go 
calls a man to do the one, that he does not authoriz_h My 
to do the other,“ though according to St. Paul's judgiſÞe le: 
ment, the preaching the Goſpel is the greateſt part ne pr 
the Miniſterial office. When the Head of the ChurcWou nc 
commiſhoned his firſt Diſciples to go and preach hf.“ 
Gaſpel to all nations, he, at the ſame time, bad thence 
to baptize, as well as preach, and to teach the people diſa 
whatſoever he had commanded them, and before th Will 
he had commanded them, when they repreſented ti the 
whole chriſtian church, to commemorate his death, | 
eating bread, and drinking in remembrance of hin 
At our laſt conference we agreed to follow the p! 
our venerable. father had left us as nearly as we cou 
and not to6-fermgurſelves into a diſtinct body; and WF 
this I gave though had it then been aſked ml Tu'/; 
will you never Adminiſter the Sacraments to our D 


| ſentit 


If this opinion prevails, what diſorders, it is to be feared, 
enſue from thoſe Raw Lad, who, profeſſing to have a call from 
to preach; are on that account, received as local preachers, and 
around the country. ' f 5 * 


Nueſtion I was required to anſwer 
|| my heart) © I will do fo by the help of the Lord,” 7 


LET 


nting Brethren, and to others who ſcruple to receive 
em at their own pariſh churches? I would have ſaid, 
o, I'll promiſe no ſuch thing, for'at that time, 1 
new that one of our brethren had for ſeveral years 
aſt, who had been ordained by Mr Weſley, admini- 
ered the Lord's Supper, in ſeveral parts of the king- 
om, where the people defired it, and that he did this with 
r Weſley's knowledge, who did not forbid him, nor 
fer any cenfure to be paſt upon him for it. Beſides, 
hen he ordain'd me, he put this queſtion to me, when 
was upon my knees before God and him, „“ Will you 
give, faithful diligence a/ways, ſo to miniſter the 
Doctrine and Sacraments, and diſcipline of Chriſt, as 
he hath commanded ” (N. B. Nothing was ſaid to 
e, either before, or at, or after my ordination, 
bout doing the ſame in Scotland only) to which 


(and 1 did it with 


here will my honeſty be then toward God and man, 
in compliance with the will of ſome of my friends, 1 
ay no regard to this folemn promiſe, will they anfwer 
God for me for the breach of it? | 

My dear friend, you are not required to deviate, in 
be leaſt, from the way you judge to be the beſt; no 
e pretends to lord it over your conſcience; and will 
vu nct give to others, what you juſtly claim for your- 


Well. Surely we may and ought in things not abſolutely 


eceſſary to ſalvation, to think and let think, and agree 
diſagree. 1 L087 "284? 
Wiſhing you and yours, every bleſſing obtained to us 
the blood of the Croſs, 383 | | 


I REMAIN, 
Your affectionate friakd$and;ſervant, 
| e 6 8 . 
Tueſday morning. — 5 WNLEY. 
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Fnon Mr JOS. COWNLEY To Mr ROB. GREY, 
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hen 
was 
OUCHING the eſſentials of religion, I imagine. giv 

we differ very little, if at all. With reſpect to Do 
the circumſtantials of it, we do, and we cannot help. he 
it, for I cannot make you ſee with my eyes, neither cane, 
you make me ſee with yours, WE. bout 


zueſti 


Mr Drax FRIEND, 


may be call'd to adminiſter the chriſtian Sacraments, 
who is not call'd to preach the Goſpel of the Grace of 


Goſpel, without being call'd to adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments of it. Here we differ, for I believe he neverÞo Go 
calls a man to do the one, that he does not authorize} My 
to 12 the other,* though according to St. Paul's judy 
ment, the preaching the Goſpel is the greateſt part d 


commiſhoned his firſt Diſciples to go and preach hi 
Gaſpel to all nations, he, at the ſame time, bad then 
to baptize, as well as preach, and to teach the people 
whatſoever he had commanded them, and before tha 
he had commanded them, when they repreſented ti 
whole chriſtian church, to commemorate his death, 


At our laſt conference we agreed to follow the ph 
our venerable. father had left us as nearly as we cou 
: ſelves into a diſtin body; and 
this I gave. ml though had it then been aſked m 
will you never Amirtiſter the Sacraments to * Di 
| | ſent 


If this opinion prevails, what diſorders, it is to be feared, " 
enſue from thoſe Raw Lads, who, profeſſing to have a call from 6 
to preach; are on that account, received as local preachers, and k 
around the country. , 5 be 74 
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enting Brethren, and to others wh ; 1 
hem at their own pariſh churches J 1 0 — 1 1 
lo, I'll promiſe no ſuch thing, for at that tim al F. 1 
new that one of our brethren had for ſeveral 6. 1 
dalt, who had been ordained by Mr Weſley, ad years 1 
ered the Lord's Supper, in ſeveral parts * 8 — 
om, where the people deſired it, and that he did 3 
r Welley's knowledge, who did not forbid him, n 
uffer any cenfure to be paſt upon him for it Beſid or 
hen he ordain'd me, he put this queſtion to me Gi 
Jas upon my knees before God and him, “ Win en 
gef, give, faithful diligence always, ſo to i bo 
A tolfl: Doctrine and Sacraments, and diſcipline of Chrig e 
help he hath commanded ” (N. B. Nothing w Gai = 
r cane, either before, or at, or after — re to 
bout doing the ſame in Scotland only) to * 5 
ueſtion I was required to anſwer (and 1 did it ich 
| my heart} e I will do ſo by the help of the Lord.” - 
here will my honeſty be then toward God and 9 
„ in compliance with the will of ſome of my frie _— 
ay no regard to this folemn promiſe will f tn n 2 | 
o God for me for the breach of it? K they anfwer 
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noize My dear friend, you are not i ; 
nage leaſt, | from the way you e 8 8 Ke, » 
art ne prete to lord it over your conſci 
'hurchFWou not give to others, wh n 
y | » what you juſtly claim for your- 
wy if, Surely we may and ought 1 855 abſolute 
themMeceſſary to ſalvation, to think and let thi Lack 
peopleſſſo diſagree. _ * 
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Withing you and yours, e 8 
y the blood of the Crofs, TY — _— * 


I REMAIN, 


Your affectionate frubid and ſervant 
- ak ip % 2 ; , 
* 3 * BE 
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Faom Mr ROB. GREY ro JOS. COWNLEY; 


* 


Dear SIR, 


T's: much obliged to you for your anſwer to mine of 


the th inſt. but muſt confeſs myſelf a little ſurprized 

at you miſunderſtand my diſtinction between the 
preaching of the word, and the adminiſtration of $4 
craments. 'The difference I make 1s, that in preaching, 
no reſtraint being laid upon the ſpeaker, he delivers his 
own ſentiments, and may either diſpenſe the pure word 
of God, or corrupt the ſame, and ſo, either ſet for 
ward or endanger the ſalvation of the hearers. But 
with reſpect to the Sacraments, he hath no fuch power; 
he can only give the outward part, water in baptiſn, 
and bread and wine in the Lord's Supper; he dar 
ſubſtitute nothing in their ſtead, and therefore no ſuch 
danger can be ſuſtained, which certainly proves the i 
ference I made, That the neceſſity of preaching the pure 
word of God, and of adminiſtering Sacraments is eſſen 
taliy different; my intention herein was to remind you 
that when you are engaged in preaching, you are eſt: 
bliſbing Methodiſm, but your adminiſtration of Saen 
ments is not neceflary thereto. Your opinion, that G0 
never calls a man to preach, but he alſo authoriſes himtt 
adminiſter the Sacraments, is a ſubject I did not touc 
upon, but as you have brought it forward, it may n6 


be amiſs to ſpeak a word thereto. * * 

In reſpect, dear Sir, to your own particular call fro 90 Fr 
God, I reſt that wth your own conſcience. . I dou: ; 
not but you are fatished of its reality with regard * 
preaching, whether you are equally clear with regard . this 
adminiſtering Sacraments J cannot determine, but fler 
muſt think if the call to both was equally clear, J hing 


have acted very inconſiſtently for forty years dagen 
10 


K. 


however, ſure I am, that all the accounts given by other 
preachers in the connection, that ever came within my 
reading, do not contain the leaſt hint of any one of 
them ſuppoſing himſelf called to any _ more than to 
preach the Goſpel, I know alſo Mr Welley's judgment 
of this matter was different to yours; and I think his 
pinion is countenanced by St. Paul, who ſays, © Chriſt 
« ſent me not to baptize, but to preach the Goſpel.” 
However, if you really believe God called you, in the 
beginning of this work, both to preach and to admini- 
ter Sacraments, what further need of man's ordination; 
you have frequently, in the courſe of. your . preaching, 
diculed this, afhrming God only hath power to do 
his, and never gives it to any man. It is an unpleafant 
for me to enter on this ſubject, I could with: to 
raw a veil over it. Mr Weſley, taking upon himſelf 
d crdain men, is the darkeſt ſhade in his character, 
v1 may think it your glory, but it is his. diſgrace. >... 
Lou have been pleaſed to give me more light into 
his buſineſs, than I ever got before. Inſtead of its 
ting performed in the face of the congregation, them 
izing in prayer to God for his bleſſing on the under> 
ling, and a ſuitable ſermon on the occaſion, as is the 
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— tice, both in the Epiſcopal and Preſbyter manner, 
> "WE s done in a corner, in the dark, ſecretly, as by 
he nach, ſo that the time is ſcarce known, only it was 
e Huge your memorable miſſion to Scotland. That the 


eſſen 
d you 
e eſta 
Sacra 
at God 
him tC 
t touc 
nay ne 


mation he conferred was intended for America and 
wand, and not to be exerciſed in England; he hath 
lis ſubſequent writings, proved, beyond a doubt, 
[12s you do not attempt to controvert my former ob- 
nations on this head, and the ſhort abſtract I gave of 
donn works, it remains in full force. ! ; 
You have told me, that when Mr Weſley ordained 
% he put this queſtion to you, when you were upon 
Iu knees before God and him, “ Will you give faith- 
ul diligence always, ſo to miniſter the doctrine and 
vcraments and diſcipline of Chriſt, as he hath com- 
manded 3” and then with a N. B. leaſt I ſhould over- 
* this worthy remark, © Nothing was ſaid. to me, 
ther before, or at, or after my ordination, about 
"ung the fame in Scotland only, to which queſtion 
« J 


(30 } 


“J was required to anſwer, (and I did it with all my 
“ heart) I will do ſo by the help of the Lord. Where 
« will my honeſty be « From towards God and man, if, 
& in compliance with the will of ſome of my friends, 
(enemies rather) © I pay no regard to this ſolemn pro. 
“ miſe, will they anſwer to God for me for the breach 
© of it.“ Well, here has been ſome ſolemn work too. 
Let us ſee what becomes of it. | 
Thus commiſſioned, you go to Scotland, and I be. 
lieve continued there between one and two years, very 
little hath been ſaid of the fucceſs of your labours.— 
Mr Collins deſired Newcaſtle Society to pray for you, 
obſerving you was well nigh forſaken of all, and fitting 
like a ſparrow alone on the houſe top, you returned to 
Newcaſtle, I think early in 1790, and remained quiet, 
It doth not appear that your ordination promiſe troubled 
you, but you contented yourſelf with preaching, as ha 
en cuſtomary with you before that time. Mr Welly 
finiſhed his mortal pilgrimage, 2d March, 1791. Cots 
ference met, I think, the latter end of July following 
you are a member of that body, and took your feat 2 
| eordingly. lemn 
| Now, Sir, you have ſaid, you believe God never call 
2 man to preach, that he doth not authoriſe to admin 
F ſter the Sacraments; you have given an account of tht 
| folemn work of your ordination, and it would ſeem! 
| lies with great weight upon your conſcience ; you ſeet 
to believe, you are equally bound to the performance ¶ re adi 
theſe folemn calls and promiſes in England, as much ſh i — 
|| in any other part of the world. It may reaſonably 
expected, that you go to conference deeply impreia 
# with theſe ſentiments, and determined not to give o be ; 
| afſent to = decree contrary to theſe principles. Bu 
do 


—— — — — ?ð*ͥ ——— 
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| what part do you now act. It is here propoſed, “ 

| « follow the plan Mr Weſley has left us as nearly 25 hoiſt 
. can, and not to form ourſelves into a diſtinct boayicivles | 
Is not this entirely oppoſite to your ſuppoſed call ri 
ll God forty or fifty years ago, to the ſolemn ordinzif ure, 
| , work, and to the reproaches of your conſcience, If the rd of 

fore you had acted the honeſt man, would you not Mr ears 

| ; made a full declaration of your principles, and wir... 

| | held your aſſent But not a jot of this appears, but Wy of 
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- 
| : 
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is large and ſolemn aſſembly, without fear or ſhame, 
ither of God or man, you eſtabliſh the decree. And 
et with an aggravation of guilt ſcarcely to be equalled, 
o it with a ſecret reſerve, becauſe queſtions, of a 
articular nature, was not aſked of you. What conſtruc- 
on can any honeſt man put upon the words of that 
ſent, but that as you had laboured ſo great a number 
if years in Newcaſtle circuit, and never once admini- 
ered the Lord's Supper, you now engaged not to. do 
> the enſuing year, for it is a mere ſquib to tug in 
e word NEVER. You know the orders of confe- 
nce are annual, not like the laws of the Medes and 
erſans. And yet the worſt is ſtill behind, notwith- 
anding all this, in a few months time, this laſt engage- 
ent is wilfully broken and ſet afide, yea ſwept away 
ea cobweb. Oh, what a ſcene appears, an old man, 
anding on the borders of eternity, playing this double 
me, ſhuffling and prevaricating in the moſt ſolemn 
ncerns. I aſk, where is conſcience now? where ia 
: honeſt man? you have in compliance with the will be 
ſome of your friends, paid no regard to ns moſt A 
lemn promiſes, Let thoſe friends come forth and \ 
wer, if not to God, at leaſt to man, you never md 
ore had ſo much need of them. The charge is 
zucht home. Let conſcience ſpeak, do you ſuſtain / 
character of an honeſt man, or falſify your moſt 
mn engagement. Indeed, Sir, you have given me 
re advantage againſt you than I will take. I will not 
[0 it—I ſpare you. | — 2 
but what is the end deſigned by all this breach of faith, 
182 point deſerving ſerious conſideration. If many 
de removed and much good procured, although [ | 
ur and baſe means be uſed in the accompliſhing, it | 
be thought no great harm. Is then the ſafety of the; 

diſt cauſe at ſtake? Are we holding as leading: 
ales what is contrary to the oracles of God? Are: 
loctrines and diſcipline repugnant to reaſon and 
dure, and is it intended to bring in a more perfect 
ard of faith and holineſs? Alas, all tliat is ſounded 
ears by this mighty change, is, different Hours 
Ice, the Prayer Book, Water Baptiſm, | the:cele«! 
WI of the Lord's. Supper, —ay,— and L had almoſt 
for- 


. 


— 
— 
— * 


. 
— —— 


I promiſe, on the word of an honeſt man, I will re 
my recantation, make all dutiful ſubmiſſion, and | 


the beginning, as by having them in our PTeacul 


- hath been our boaſt and glory from the beginning, | 


real deſire to ſave our ſouls; and having our- k 
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forgot the principal end, the Preacher to wear the Bard 
the Caſſock, and the Gown, and to be called Rev. Sir 
It is yet not given out that your baptizing is any more tha 
ſprinkling of water; it is not ſaid that the Holy Ghoſti 
given by your hands; but I remember in your famous reg 
to the Hull letter, vou talk of feeding fouls with th 
ſacred ſymbols of the body and blood of him, who hat 
ſaid, Do this in remembrance of me, but this does nd 
go far enough, my ſoul cannot feed on ſymbols. ) 
dear Sir, I will bring the matter to a ſhort iſſue: I (aj 
before, the Lord's Supper is of two parts, the outwar 
is Bread and Wine, this feeds my body; the inwar 
is the Body and Blood of Chriſt, this ſtrengthens an 
refreſhes my ſoul. Now, if my dear friend, Joſep 
Cownley, and you may call to your aſſiſtance, Chork 
Atmore, will give me theſe two parts of this Sacrament 
(the one part I can get at every Church in tom 


every means in my power, ſet forth your excellence, a 
agghandize your names. | 

ut to be ſerious, it may perhaps be ſaid, if I allo 
no ſuch danger can be ſuſtained in the Adminiſtrati 
of Sacraments, as in Preaching, why do J contend 
ſtrenuouſly againſt them being introduced? why, becal 
the bringing them in, is the very thing that conſtituſ 
us a diſtinct body. I in no wiſe ſpeak flightingly Fac 
Sacraments; I -reverence them as the ordinances 
Chriſt, but I contend that all the benefits of their in 
tution are as fully enjoyed by our continuing to p 
of them in the accuſtomed manner we have done fr 


houſes, and as this makes the great change, I am ani 
that the old Methodiſt plan be preſerved, that we ! 
not caſt away the peculiar glory which God hath 
upon us. 2 
In anſwer to the concluſion of your letter, © will! 
give to others, what I juſtly claim for myſelf,” I ant 
without the leaſt equivocation, I will, I do. An 


having no terms of admittance among us, but 0 


"10" "ME "} 
ſo ſimple, free of all creeds, confeſſions 'of faith, Ke. 


and confiſting only of N 

8 of preachin r 

that and at ſuch times as not to auer ane 8 — 

ort ig aſſemblies ; ſo that perſons of every deno e 
| ab þ 10 


| | - * * 
| . 


h ot the phraſe juſtly claim; 1 
Put Uõy claim; and that it is 1 c 
_ vich jullice to bring in ſuch alterations as 8 


farily deprive the members i | 
„ Woe od. K of the | | 
poſſeſſed of joining with both p05 eu: ok, 1 ET: 


"x | rn 
"berlin | Your mift bumble ſervant, 3 

| ©, , RON. GREY... 
ill re White Croſs, Sat. Even. Jan. 14, 1792. : _—_y 


ce, 1 
1 allo — — 

tration 

\tend | | T8 

itil, || F „„ in ens 
in ly Non Mr ALEX. KIL. : . * * 2 
— | HAM To Mr ROB. GREY,- 
eit il Dear Sin, ere 
ph. 4 3 M | . . & 3 vo! 5 
one fit r Conley is much fatigued after bis > 2 1 


preach ale is going out of town on Satterd * 
Wi". a arti Tous — — 
t we dar * e firſt place, to inform you, that al 1 
hath 15 Nu Mr Cownley's moral N 2 
ground, when it is conſidered, he did at — 


Ei eaſt 
will! prevaricate in ſanctioni 3 
Ian . ns. It wary Boy _ orga 
ö. 10 Me ph 3 day, that the plan ſtiould — chry Þ 
ming; eſſey left it, without making any pan — 


lerations; and if 
1 if any preacher choſe to ac 
plan, he ſhould be accountable to the 1 
| B ſcr2nce 


warm a ſpirit. What you ſay on the Sacrament, in bot! 
Four ietters, is very curious. You ſuppoſe the ordinance 1s 
the fame, whether a good man, or a finner adminiſter 


"miniſter the Sacrament, he intrudes upon a work which 
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ference for his conduct. Mr Cownley has gone contra 

to the plan, and is to give an account of himſelf to the 
preachers when they ſhall meet again. Mr Cownley has 
not gone from his word, or in the leaſt violated his con. 
{cience in what he has done. It appears ſtrange to me, 
how you could lay ſo many heavy things to his charge, 
and at the ſame time, declare you ſpared him. You 
charge him with-deſſimulation, with acting in a double 
game, with prevaricating, with bringing great guilt on 
his conſcience, &c. What can be more heavy than 
theſe charges? If you had been influenced by the 
charity that thinketh no evil, you could not have give 
looſe to your pen as you have done. You know n 
your conſcience Mr Cownley has been an ornament t» 
this Society, and to the conneCtion at large, both as a 
chriſtian, and a miniſter of the Goſpel, for many years, 
There are thouſands in this neighbourhood who hare 
known him to adorn the Goſpel of Chriſt. hope you 
will retract your charges, and own you wrote in toq 


it. Lou obſerve a man may corrupt the word of God, 
but chnot alter the Sacraments; provided he keep to 
Lhe form of - Adminiſtration - preſcribed in the Church. 
But can you prove that a wicked man is called of God 
to - preach th: Goſpel ? Does God appoint ſuch mens 
adminiſter the Sacraments? Are they acting according 
to his will in what they do? It is eaſy to prove from tis 
word of God, and from the doctrines of the Church of 
Faygland, that no unconverted- man has any call to an) 
part of the work of the miniſtry. If he preach or 4. 


is not deſigned for him by his God. He is, {inpiig 
inſt his Maker by this intruſion. It is exceeding) 
nſive to God for a perſon of this character to preſunt 
on ſuch ſacred work. He goes againſt the expreſs wot 
of God in what he does. If a Miniſter be pious himſcl 
he has no authority from God, to give the Sacrament 0! 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, promiſcuouſly to all wi 
ſhall approach the ſacred Table. 1 55 
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St, Paul forbids our eating in private with a man who 
is called a brother, who is a fornicator, &. Now, Sir, 
if you call yourſelf a member of the Church of England, 
every time you receive the Sacrament from the hand of 
a wicked Miniſter, and with ſuch as are open tranſgreſ- 
ſors, you go directly againſt the word of this Apoſtle. 
St, John forbids our wiſhing good ſpeed to ungodly 
Miniſters, If your attending on their ſermons, and 
receiving the Sacrament from them, &c. does not 
amount to what St. John forbids, I am a good deal 
miſtaken. I am led to ſuppoſe you act contrary to the 
direction of that Apoſtle, in your attending the ordi- 
nances of the Church. If you were ſtarving for want 
f refreſhment, and one of the worſt of men ſhould ad-. 
miniſter bread and wine for your relief, there would be 
othing contrary to the word of God, or the diftates of 
eaſon in your receiving it at his hands: but when bread * 
nd wine, are, by the appointment of God, to be given 
ga Sacrament, then we are called to receive them in 
e way our Maſter and Head directs. He has forbidden 
Inners entering on any part of the work of the Miniſtry, 
d in conſequence of this, we have no right to receive 
t their hands. We have no authority from God to re- 
eve it, when unduly adminiſtered. What Mr Weſley, 
rothers have ſaid to prove the lawfulneſs of chriſtians 
ding among ſinners, cannot ſatisfy the minds of thoſe 
ho take the Bible for the rule of their faith and pratties. 
delieve it is out of your power, or the power of any 
jan living, to juſtify, by ſcripture and ſound reaſon, 
je conduct of Methodiſts receiving the Sacrament from 


or Wicked Miniſters, in the company of ſinners, when they 
wh e men like Mr Cownley to give it to them in their 
finn Chapels. I beg you will not get over this by re- 
ding \ocching me, and my brethren, who think as I do, 
reſun being enemies to Mr Weſley and Methodiſm, W 

ls woe the Bible for our rule, and are ready, from th 

him of truth, to juitify what we hold before. all the 
amem ed. We have only your word to prove the following 


reſſons: 4 All benefits of their inſtitution, (the Sa- 
raments) are as fully injoyed by our continuing to 
partake of them in the accuſtomed manner we have 
wne from the beginning, as by having them in our 
=. « preaching 


— EY 


41 


« preaching houſes.” Moſt of our people who recein 


the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in the Church, re 5 
ceive it from unconverted men, among the worſt of ſin ki 


ners. They receive it contrary to the plain word of 
God, and contrary to the doCtrines of the Church. | 
the Methodiſts in Newcaſtle received it from Mr Cownley, 
it would be more agreeable to the word of God; more con. 
ſiſtant with the dictates of enlightened reaſon, and great 
to the ſatisfaction of the greateſt part of our friendz 
we might expect the Lord would graciouſly own ug 
while engaged in his worſhip according to the direQion 
of the word; and the benefits communicated from th 
ſpirit of the Lord, we have reaſon to ſuppoſe would he 
unſpeakable: Though we are not profeſſionally a diſting 
body of people, are we not in reality as diſtinct as , 
body of people in the nation? Perhaps what you call the 
glory of Methodiſm, if properly examined, would ng 
be found fo. Is it our glory to countenance ungody 
Miniſters, and communicate with ſinners? Is it ou 
glory to oppoſe the word of God, and do violence y 
our own reaſon? Is it our glory to oppoſe thoſe wiy 
'will not join with us in attending the ſervice of thy 
Church, as enemies to the intereſts of Methodiſm? Is4 
our glory to follow Mr Weſley, or any other men, in: e. 
plicitly, without being authorized to da it from th 
word of God? We are thankful to God for cauſing tl 
door of our Church to be open to all of every denomu 
tion, and for ſuffering thoſe who are connected with y 
to worſhip God according to their own. conſcience. Bu 
when a number of ſcrious people in our Societies wil 
to have the Sacrament from the hands of their on 
Preachers, and are determined to have it no where ell 
ou call this innovaſion, and look on yourſelves 1 
injured, becauſe thoſe friends of the ſon of God, 
pratified in their deſire, by a faithful Miniſter of ti 
Goſpel. by 4 
Mr Weſley, according to what we can learn from 
Bible, had as much right from God to ordain Preacka 
in his connection, to adminiſter the Sacraments, 25 car ze 
man ever had ſince, the days of the Apoſtles. He Vie inte 
led by Providence to exerciſe. that power, according Method 
the appointment of u It has been attended . lit, 
» 2 Wo 
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good to many ſouls in various places. If the prejudices 
of our people would ſubmit to it, in every Society in the 
kingdom, it might be attended with the greateſt good; 
and where a majority of the leaders and people are ear- 
reſtly deſirous of having the Sacrament among them- 
elres, there can be no crime committed, if thoſe who 
kriſh to receive, are bleſſed with what they deſire; 
ſpecially if thoſe who do not agree with them, are at 
iberty to go to church as uſu1!, You was a little miſtaken, 
hen you declared the manner of Mr Welley's ordain- 
ng, was contrary to the practice of the Church. 'The 
zihops of the Church in England, frequently ordain 
linifters as privately as Mr Weſley ordained Mr Cown- 


Mr Cownley was going to ſupply the Churches: of 


re ſeveral Preachers ordamed, who were never queſ- 
ioned where they ſhould exerciſe their Miniſtry. Had 
r Weſley a power to reſtrièt any perſon whom he or- 
ined in the exerciſe of his work? What Mr Cownley 
of M romiſed, on his knees, before God and Mr Weſley, 
1? 1 iWtimates the contrary. What you obſerve reſpecting 
n, e end of ordination; its being deſigned to furniſh the 
om Urexcher with a gown, &c. is quite a miſtake; many of 
ing Me Preachers would not, on any account whateve# 

10m1@ycar connonically, if they were ordained. And thoſe 
a0 ſubmitted, to this, would not place any confidence 
| their apparel, or expect any particular bleſſing to 
end their Miniſtry on account of it. | 
As you have taken liberty to difcloſe your mind 


nt, if I tell you a little of mine in return. I fear, Sir, 
1 have loſt your firſt love. My fears re grounded on 
ur being ſo eaſily offended ; on your reproaching thoſe 
bo act agreeable to the word of God, and for the 
Nour of his cauſe; on your turning your back of the 
nection, becauſe you cannot have your own will. 
ar zeal does not appear to be for the glory of God, and 
© ntereſts of the Redeemer, but for what you call old 


5. There was no need for Mr Weſley to do it publicly, 


cotland. You are alſo miſtaken when you ſay, Me 
eſley only ordained for Scttland and America, There 


. 
Mr Cownley, I hope you will not think ne impèrti- 


thodiſm. If you would try old Methodiſm, as you 
Ul it, by the law and teſtimony, you would find it is 
B 3 probable, 


—— — —— OC — — 
— 2 


. willing to bow to the yoke of the Redeemes, ple 


miſe in the fight of God, that: your. arguments f 
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probable, many things that ought to be expunged ou 
of it. I am afraid your great attachment to the Church 
is only a ſpecious conformity to the world. It is a mon 
honourable way to attend ſervice at Church, than to be 
Diſſenters of any denomination. It alſo takes away thy 
reproach which attends non-conformity. It is attende( MF: 
with other advantages. You have not treated M 
Cownley with that reſpect which is due to his character yo 
You have laid many things to his charge, which vou 
cannot prove. You have ſhown great bitterneſs and 
contempt in your charges againſt him. Your condi 
in this is contrary to the ſpirit of the Goſpel. It dolor 
not appear that your having been a member of the SocietyMor: 
for ſo many years, has anſwered the end deſigned. Ia 
have been diligent in the outward means, but by d 
ſpirit you diſcover we have reafon to ſuppoſe your wilt n 
is not yet brought to comply with the will of Cod. tou 
is nat to the honour of any perſon to have continued Wm 
member of the Society for upwards of forty: years, ece 
trave yet to learn to be meek and lowly ef heart beſo be: 
God. I hope you will not reſent what I have ſaid baWnild 
cauſe of my youth. Examine yourſelf by the tou da 
{tone of the word of God, If you find your heart u 


with God to bring you to ſubmit to his-will in all thingWnme: 
[ have written from the fulneſs of my heart, with 
Ungle eye to the glory of. God in your advantage: if yt 
reſent what I have ſaid, I will bear it as part of the ei 
dleſigned for me by the Lord Jeſus. If you look on n 
as acting out of my place, by replying to yourletter int 
place of Mr Cownley. I am one of his friends whc 
you call forth to his help, and with to vindicate | 
character from the reproach and calumny. you ha 
poured upon it, J am enquiring after truth, and a 0+y/ 
determined to embrace it according to my knowled| 
at the hands of any perſon who ſtands forth to adm 
iter it. If you can convince me from the word of G 
and from reaſon founded upon it, that — are in 
right, and we are acting contrary to it, I ſolemnly} 


determine my judgment and influence my practice. 
if you wich to eſtabliſh your notions by their anti 


( 19 )) 
and the writings of Mr Weſley, and leave the word of 


ou : 
urch Cod out of the queſtion, 1 ſhall be conſtrained to 
mon oppoſe what you advance. -You know, my dear Sir, 
to bee the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of 


« God.” Before you reply, weigh our arguments, 
Forget what you have .held . yourſelf for a moment, that 
ſou may judge properly on the ſubject in debate. In 


acer, your reply, let truth be the foundation on which you 
u v0 build; never forget the law and the taſtimony; do not 
oad your opponent with reproaches, but treat him 28 


man, and as a chriſtian. Lou will find it beſt for 
your own mind, to anſwer in the ſpirit of meekneſs and 
Wwe; it will be more for the glory of God, and the 
onour of your character, than anſwering in any other 
vay. Unleſs you are exceeding ſevere, [ ſhall look on 
t my duty to reply in the ſame ſpirit I recommend ; but 
zould you treat Mr Cownley and his friends in the 
me manner you have done in your :laſt, it may be 
eceſſary to ſharpen the ſword of truth, and make-ready 
e arrows of. conviction, to do that execution hi 

nlder reaſons will not accompliſh, Any thing you 

wance againſt what I have maintained in this letter. 
hall be carefully attended to. If I be in the way whe; 
vur anſwer comes, you may depend on having my fen- 
ments as ſoon as poſſible. Humbly” intreating- the 
rd to bleſs and help you. 1 


I am, Dram Sin, - 


Hur ofietionate ſervant, in the Goſpel of ch. 3 2 
ALEXANDER kILHA I. - 
Orphan-Houſe, 19th of Jan. 1792. wn pf 1 5 


ng [ hare anſwered your letter by Mr Cownley's 
A 9 Z | f 


— & 


+ 3 „ 


“C“ this is not to eat the Lord's Supper.“ So all 
advance from this text, falls to the ground at onee. 


6 224d ſpeed to ungodly Miniſters.” His words an 


who do not preach Repentance, Faith, and Obedie 
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Fron Mr ROB. GREY To Mr ALEX. k ILHAM 
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DEAR SIR, 


foundation to ſupport the charge I have brought 
ome to his conſcience. I have done it privately be 
tween him and myſelf alone. I leave it there, and ſhal 
not retract one item. $341 8 ll 
In reſpect to your verboſe letter, it conſiſting almo 
entirely of dogmatical aſſertions, unſupported either 
reaſon or ſcripture, I let it remain juſt as I find it. 
will do me neither good or hurt. I ſhall ſpeak a von 
to the two paſſages of ſcripture you quote. 
Firſt, you ſay, $5 St. Paul forbids our eating in pi 
vate with a man who is called a brother, who.1s 
© fornicator, &.“ HFating in private, well, be it ſo, b 


La under Mr Cownley's own hand, a ſufficient 


Secondly, you lay 6c Se. John forbids our wiſhu 


* Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the dod 
ce trine of Chriſt, hath not God. He that abideth i 
cc the doctrine of Chriſt, he hath both the Father andi 
« Son. If there come any unto you and bring not tl 
cc doctrine, receive him not into your houſe, neitht 
cc bid him God ſpeed. For he that biddeth him Ge 
« ſpeed is partaker of his evil deeds.” Now Sit 
ſuppoſe, the phraſe, © the doctrine of Chriſt,” can 
be better explained than by our Lord's firſt words, 
the beginning of his Miniſtry, © Repent ye, and beli 
cc the Goſpel.” Now Sir, I am bold to tell you, . 

u do not ſeem to know, that I attend on no Miniſt 


therefore. all you advance from this text alſo, is 


aſunder at one ſtroke. | 
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The © worſt of ſinners, I ſtill believe, as I obſerved 
n a former occaſion, blaſpheme the Holy Ghoſt, diſ- 
ſing the atonement of the Lord Jeſus. Theſe perſons 
have no concern with, I eat not with them ; therefore 
| your heavy charge on this head, vaniſhes into air. 

The texts of ſcripture concerning the receiving of the 
ard's Supper are few, The Evangeliſts gives us the 
count of its firſt inſtitution, and our Saviour s com- 
and, „ This do in remembrance of me.” Alſo his 
aii exclamation, « Behold, the hand of him that 


icient e betrayeth me, is with me on the Table,” but nothing 
ought WS {aid about the qualifications of miniſter or people. 
ly de. The Apoſtle Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corin- 
d ſhalWians, gives us the fulleſt account we have in ſcripture, 


d he ſpeaks home and plain to every particular. perſons 
here likewiſe no mention is made of any danger that 
n be ſuſtained on account of the perſons we receive with. 

After all the pother yon have raiſed about the un- 


mpany of the worſt of finners. I reply with ſtesd- 


ineſs, though devoid of obſtinacy. I receite the 
rho rds Supper from thoſe Miniſters who preach repen- 
t ſo, bulWnce, faith, and good works, in company with Gomes 
all 1. ground their hopes of ſalvation an the atonement 
ee. dhe Lord Jeſus; and am fully perſuaded 1 e _ 


wiſh: bene fits of this ſacred inſtitution. 


rds ao Dear Sir, I adviſe you, inſtead of judging 2nd. comm 
the doo@mning others, and preſumptuouſly aſeribing to yours 
1deth res the character of friends of the Son of God. You 
r apd Ufifiully conſider theſe ſolemin words, «And I ay unte 


not ui 
| neith( 
um 0 
w Sic 
„Cann 


words, 


you that many ſhall come from the eaſt and weſt, and 


n the kingdom of Heaven. But the children of the 
tingdom, ſhall be caſt out into outer darkneſs : _ 
ſtall be weeping and gnaſhing of eth. 


ad belt I am, Your As ſervant, - 
y Ou, wy 

Miniſtt ROB. GREY. 7 
Jbedie v 
ſo, .B\ bite- Croſs, Sat. Even. Jon 2 1, I 792. » 
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fulneſs of receiving from wicked Miniſters in the 


ſhall fit down with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jandhy V 
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i Frox Mr ALEX. KILHAM To ROBERT GREY, 


— 
— 
— — 


Dear SIR, 


1 1 HAVE ſeen a copy of the letter Mr Cownley ſent 
8 1 you. I am ſure it is out of your power to prot 
| from that letter the charges you have brought agait 
| him. 1 have proved in my laſt, that Mr Cownley is1 
| guilty of any of thoſe charges. You have not invalidate 
i What I ſaid. If you had under his hand what prove 
your aſſertion, why did you not produce it to juſtify you 
conduct. I am ſure you have. not authority from wi 
he wrote in the letter referred to, tb charge him wil 
{= any thing criminal. Till you produce good authority 
ll. 12 your charge upon, we muſt look on you as 0 
| ing one of the beſt of men of his character. | 

| * How- eaſy is it for you to anſwer the moſt ku 
| ent? You have got over my “ verboſe letter, 0 
4 « fiſting of dogmatical, unſupported aſſertions either 
4 reaſon or ſcripture,” in a very eaſy manner. If 
will look at the letter again, you will find ſeveral thin 
fupported by reaſon, and I hope by ſcripture, / whit 
| would require you ſome trouble to anſwer. You ou 
to have ſhown the unreaſonableneſs of my dogmat 
| aſſertions and expoſed them, but this you could not i” © 


ſole 
little 
the 
an 
lar 
lers 


_ ſtand unſhaken. I only beg you to conſider tht 
as they are found in the letter, and then I am perſual 
you will expoſe yourſelf in expoſing them. I mean 
will expoſe your want of argument and ſctipture, 
W I have advanced. 1 ſhall be under 
neceſſity af uppoſing you dare not conſider them to gie 
your ſentiments upon them if you bury them in fu 
1 as you have done now. How eaſy is it to maintain mes 7 
| | own ſentiments, and anſwer what an opponent ſay but 


* 


we take the example you have given us in this paſſage 
; - 


C48 3 


Tou have ſhown your extraordinary penetration on 
Paul's words. You overturn all I ſaid on that 
ge, by obſerving St. Paul forbad their eating in 
te, not their receiving the Sacrament with them. 
cording to your explanation of this paſſage, we are to 
u the fallen brother in private, not ſuffering ourſelves 
at with him, and notwithſtanding this, we may give 
| the right hand of fellowſhip at the Lord's Supper; 
always ſuppoſed if we were to ſhun a man in private, 
pught to be avoided at the Lord's Table; but by 
r explanation of the matter, we find we have been 
ng. Do you ſuppoſe, Sir, that any man but your- 
will believe your comment on that text. | I 
he other paſſage from St. John, has much the ſame: 
lication. The Apoſtle bids us countenance thoſe 
) abide in the doctrine of the Father and the Son. 
ou think that the Apoſtle only means preaching the 
tine ot the Father and che Son, is not the perſon; 
influenced by this doctrine in his life and conver=< 
n, can any man be ſaid to abide in the docttine 
hriſt, who lives in rebellion againſt God. A man 
read repentance, faith, obedience every Sunday, 
Whow a want of each of theſe doctrines in his walk: 
e God. You might teach a parrot to repeat the 
ſolemn truths in religion, but you could not get 
little creature to abide in the doctrine of the Father 
the Son. Unleſs a Miniſter preach repentance,, 
and obedience in his hfe and converſation, what 
1 thin cares from the pulpit will avail nothing. If the 
a ers where you attend preach up theſe doctrines, 
of our people have not the. privilege: of fitting 
ſuch a miniſtry. One of our friends in this town, 
þ 23 much attached to the church as you are, told 
at a clergyman in Newcaſtle, who bears a good 
character, would one Sunday preach up repen- 
faith, and obedience, he would ſpeak. upon our fins 
orgiven, and this known in our own breaſt, would 
warmly for inſpiration; and the next Sunday: 

Las contrary: to this as light and darkneſs are vp- 
teach other. If you mean by preaching thels 
nes naming-them in a ſermon, I am of your ſen- 
but if you mean explaining theſe doctrines, and 
in- 


I. 


n may not amount to blaſphemy againſt the Holy 


great ſinner? And are there no perſons of this 


( 4 ) 


inforcing them on the hearers, never in the leak 1 
vating from them, 1 beg to think different from 
F repeat it again, if you can hear ſermons from ung 
verted Miniſters, and receive the Sacrament: with of 
fons of the fame character, I cannot but think yoy 
bidding «© God ſpeed” to thoſe whom you ought not 
countenance  ' | 6 eff :41 41 if 
What you obſerve on the worſt of ſinners is cu 
and your having none of that character with you 
Lord's Fable, remains to be proved. When à Min 


declares before the Biſhop he. is moved by the x " 


Shoſt to take on him the office of the Miniſtry 
ſhews both before and after his ordination, ' he 
moved by the proſpect of a good living; is not Win: 
coming near to the blaſphemy of tlie Holy Ghoſt; M eo 
2 Miniſter and Communicants deny ' inſpiration, We: 
trample under foot the merits of the Redeemer; tit 


in the fulleft ſenſe of the word, nor amount to a den 
the atonement of Chriſt, yet the fin is exceedingy 
in the fight of God. But my dear Sir, are the 


other great ſinners but theſe; is not a man who WWhri/ 


emes the name of God, who lives in open drun 
who is à fornicator or adulterer, who lies -againlſica 
on conſcience, &c. Is not a perſon of this ch vun 


aription with you when you receive the Sacramenti 
Church. I cannot think what I have ſaid on this 
_ vaniſhes into air, unleſs you can prove the fi | 
have named are not great finners,' or that none Mel, b. 
deſcription communicate with you. It is probabiWelt 0 
moral character of Judas, in the fight ef the Di 
and the world, was as good as any of the Diſciples Cou 
was called to his office by the Son of God, and wall 
out to preach and caſt out devils. It is probable Our I, 
both, and was not known to be a traitor, tall- al ; 
Supper was finiſhed. It is probable: he was for 
time pious, but after that fell from his ſteadl 
and was not known to be an enemy to his maſteh 
went out and ſold him. Now, Sir, as none of t 
ciples, by what we can learn from the feriptures 
Judas to-be 2 traitor, you , cannot .groynd/ upd 
et 


EM 
yalfage the law, fulneſs of ungodly Miniſters, and people 
communicating together. The hiſtory gives us an ex- 
imple how we ſhould aft. We ſhould aſſemble at the 

öommunion, with none but thoſe who profeſs to love 
Jie Lord Jefus; who are his Diſciples ſeparated from 
Wc reſt of the world, and who ſhew this in their con- 
Judt and behaviour. If there be a Judas among theſe, 
ho diſcovers himſelf after receiving, he is to be cut off, 
nd another, if one be wanted, to be chofen and to fill 
is place; this is all we contend for and dehre. TIE 


| 1 think St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
he ves us to underſtand, we ought to be feparate from 
act mers in receiving the Sacrament. We ſhould be with 
People who are pious followers of the Son of God, and 


bey-this in their life and converſation, It is eafy to 
ather from what he ſays, that ſinners ought not 40 
Ommunicate while their lives are immoral. All things 
hould be done decently, and lin order. You cannot 
rom that paſſage conclude, that it is lawful for you 
attend the Commumon: of the Body and Bled of 
kriſt,, with thoſe who are openly prophine. Your 
hanty. ſeems extenſive, you ſuppoſe your Miniſters 
en of God, and "thoſe who communicate with you 
rounding their hopes of ſalvation on the atonement cf 
aſt; perhaps you do not. fee them commit any ththg 
at is criminal, and it is probable you will not believe 
hy" thing on this ſubject but what .you ſee .yourſ@F. 
this ariſes from the love that thinketh no evil it; is 
U, but if it ariſes. from a determination to juſtify, 
ut or wrong, your fentiments, we cannot ſuppoſe 
ur charity, groceeds, from God. If ou had wrwed 
Cownley in this light, you would not have brought 
charges againſt him which you have done. 
Our Lord fays, © by their fruits ye ſhall know them.“ 
think it is not “ judging and condemning,” to ſup- 
t man a ſinner, when he curſes and ſwears in our 
Wing, when he is ſo drunk in our fight as to prevent 
from walking without a guide. I hope we can look 
ourſelves in ſome meaſure to be friends of the Son 
bod without preſumption. We are conſcious we 
it be more ſo, were we more given up to him in heart 
foul, We are — for the text you have given 
17 | * 


original letter, which was returned to Mr Kilham, unit 
a cover, in which was wrote in the inſide, * Anſwer, nd 


1 


us in the cloſe of your letter, I hope you will conſider 
it yourſelves. | | Nan, 

If you are diſpoſed to continue the controverſy, dg 
it freely, Examine what I have ſaid in niy laſt letter, 
and what you find in this that militates againſt your 
ſentiments. Yield to the force of truth, or ſhew you 
ability in ſhewing what I call truth to be falſhood, | 
hope you will not anſwer my arguments in the future, F 
as you have done in the letter I have by me. I hope 
we ſhall agree to love one another, and to remember 
each other at the 'Throne of Grace. You know if you 
had continued with us, you might have gone to Chyrch 
as uſual: It ſeems contrary to * ſpirit of liberty which 
prevails in theſe lands, to bind perſons to eur rulcs 
without giving them inconteſtible proof of their bein re 
right. Wiſhing you great peace. ; 


7 ü 
of > 


LAM, | | | 

Your affettionate ſervant in the Goſpel of Chri, i 

; ALEX. KILHAM, Bi cont 
Orphan Houſe, 23d Jan. 1792. a be” "bag 


| The above ir printed from a copy, ( haſtily taken ) of ti 


c a fool according to his folly, leſt thou alſo be li lid thi 
& unto him.” Prov. chap. zxvi. ver. 4. ich I 
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„ WE” 
Fzxou Mr ROB. GREY To Mr ALEX. KILHAM, | 


Ma ALEX. KILHAM, 


AM perfectly fatisfied reſpecking the contents of 
my letters, both to yourſelf and Mr Cownley, but 
n receiving further information, I know not but it may 
e my duty to ſpeak a word more on the ſubject. | 
I have, in ſecond letter to Mr Cownley, on 
e ground of his believing himſelf called by God 
in the beginning of Methodiſm) to the full work of 
he Miniſtry, on the account he gives of his ordination, 
d the. inferences he himſelf draws therefrom, charged 
im with want of honeſty: Firſt, In not ſtanding forth 
| conference, and making a declaration of his princi- 
es. Secondly, In not withholding his affent to what 
s contrary to his ſaid principles. "Thirdly, In giving 
afſent thereto with a feeret reſerve. Fourthly, With 
ping wilfully broke and fet aſide this his laſt engage= 
nt, and unfairly extenuating his guilt by tugging in 
e word NEVER, when he knew, in his conſcience, 
f orders of conference are binding for one year only. 
lid this in a letter ſealed up and ſent to himſelf, 
ch I think is conforming exactly to the command 
dur Saviour, telling my. brother his fault between him 
me alone. The making it public, is his own act; 
thad not done fo, it might have remained ſecret till 
tay when every fecret thing ſhall be brought into 
ment, If you had attended to this (as you knew it 
12 private letter) you would not have expoſed your 
Nance (not to call it by a worſe name) in making 
ny unjuſt reflections on me, as bringing “ charges 
Kunſt his moral character, of pouring out reproach. 
ud calumny thereon, of robbing one of the beſt of 
tk kn of his charaQter;” with a whole train of ſevere 

Ad 2 | alperſions, 
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aſperſions, for doing what when I had not ſpoke 
one word of the matter to any perſon living but himſelf 
but this is not to be much wondered at, it is mud 
of a piece with your logic diſplayed throughout you 

performance, which containing ſuch dirty work, 7 
not even now mean to defile my fingers by touching f 
farther than in two inſtances: Firſt, The following 
peremptory afſertion, “ It is neceſſary to inform you 


* rhat all your, charges againſt Mr Cownley's mori 0 
% character fall to the ground when it is confidered, he * 
« did not in the leaſt prevaricate in ſanctionin, wh A 
% you call the decrees of conference, It was fixed u 
„ conference that the plan ſhould be taken up as Me if 
„ Weſley had left it, without making any particulaﬀ""* 
e alteration; and if any Preacher choſe to act contra In 
« to that plan, he ſhould be accountable to the nen "i 
< conference for his conduct. Mr Cownley has gone an 
« contiary to the plan, and is to give an account 6 | 
A himſelf to the preachers, when they, ſhall meet ag * 
« Mr Cownley has not gone from his word, or in th * 
<< leaſt violated his conſcience in what he bas done} © l 
Now, Sir, fince I wrote to you, the information I hat Sn 
received, enableth me to call your veracity in queſtia | F 
or the veracity of the conference, you in either ſnan . 
fully mifreprefencing their orders, or themſelves, ii * wy 
| publiſhing alſhoods. Read and bluſh. wn 
Q. What regulations are neceflary for the preſqſ n 
« vation of our whole economy, as the Rev. Mr Wel one 
« left it. 
6 A. Let the three kingdoms be divided i 
&« diſtricts, England into 18, Scotland 2. Ireland 5” 
© What directions are neceſſary concerning tl 
* management of the diſtricts. | 
A. The aſſiſtant of a. circuit ſhall have authon 
© to ſummon the preachers of his diſtrict, who are Wii, 


full connęction, on any critical caſe, which 2ccori 
to the beſt of his judgment, merits ſuch an int 
«© terence; and the ſaid preachers, or as many of t 
« as can attend, ſhall aflemble at the place and time 
« pointed by the aſſiſtant aforeſaid, and ſhall ſom 
Committee, for the purpoſe of determining conects 


Extract "IMA Minutes of Conference. 
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« the buſineſs on which they are called. They ſhall 
© chooſe a Chairman for the occaſion, and their decifion 
« ſhall be final, till the meeting of the next conference, 
« when the. Chairman of the Committee ſhall lay the 
« minutes of their proceedings before the conference. 


a Provided nevertheleſs that nothing ſhall be done by 
J b any Committee, contrary to the 1efolutions of the 
conference. 

Jou . «© Is it neceffary to enter into any engagements in 
I ( relpect to our future plan af economy. | 
3 


A.“ We engage to follow ſtrictly the plan which 
ir Weſley left us at his death.” 

This langvage ſpeaks for itſelf, I make no comment 
hereon. | 
In the ſecond inſtance, are the many aſperſions vou 
hrow out on Mr Weſley, and old Methodiſm, con- 
tant with the following declarations: , 
* « It may be expected that the conference make 
ſome obſervations on the death of Mr Weſley, but 
they find themſelves utterly. inadequate to expreſs 
their ideas and feelings on this awful and affecting 
event. | | 1 a 
« Their fouls do truly mourn for their great loſs, 
and they truſt they. ſhall give the moſt ſub{tantiab 
proofs of their veneration for the memory of their 
molt eſteemed Father and Friend, by eadeavouring 
with great humility and diffidence, to follow aud 
imitate him in doctrine, diſcipline, and life.” 


Lord what is man, 
Sys 
ROB. GRES. 
Waite Croſs, Frid. morn. 27th Fan. 1792, 


Extract from Minutes of conference. 
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From Mr ALEX. KILHAM ro Mr ROB. GREY 


| Mx RoßERT Grey, 


N my letter to you I treated your character wit 
reſpect, and diſcovered ſomething of that Joy 
which belongs to chriſtianity.þ Your abuſing me, int 
manner you have done, reſts on your own head, an 
ſhows the badneſs of your heart. You ſeem determine 
to hold what you advance, without giving way to th 
leaſt conceſſions. You have not in your long quotatior 
invalidated what I advanced before. Till you do tht 
ſhall look on. your reply, as unworthy of notice. Wh 


: you have brought forward from the minutes, does u 
confirm what you wiſh to eſtabliſh. When the ſubje 


5 was debated in conference, it was fixed as I told ye 
| both in private, and in my firſt letter. Mr Cownl 
had a right to ſhow your letters to any perſons, Ie 
charges agaiaſt him are ſlanders of your own inventior 
Which you will have to anſwer for in the day when 
ſtand before God. Tou have reaſon to fear your:k 
Woll not eſcape vengeance, if you die in the ſpitit y 
4 now manifeſt in your conduct. N 4 
Tt 1s eaſy to charge me with ignorance and want 
logic, but to overthraw what I have written, 1s ( 
of your power, or the power of any man who hc 
| your ſenuments.] Are you, Sir, the man, and ſhall 
| dom die with you? Let us have ſome ſpecimen of y 


extraordinary underſtanding, before you leave tac 7 


* 


| * With a little leſs reſpect than Mr Weſley's. 
"0 + Rather of that wiſdom which is from bencath. 
i” t The reader will judge for himſelf. 
1 § Not fo, but as clear as the ſun at noon. | 
1 J Does not this language diſcover the ſpirit of a Bonner and 21 
Take breath, 1 | 


K 


how your judgment in expoſing the ſentiments. we hold 
zyile and unſcriptural. Prove them to be ſo by the law. 

d the teſtimony. To every ſenſible man you diſcover a 

teat want of thoſe qualities, which you ſuppoſe me to 
deſtitute of. If you had a little logic, you would en- 1 
our to make a bad cauſe good, and by ſophiſtry, | 
wer the arguments I advance againft the methodiſts, 
mmunicating in the church, but alas your poverty 

wears to all, you can do nothing but ſpit out a few 

ry expreſſions, which are to the diſgrace of your name 
Wachriitian;* and ſhow, in your treating Mr Cownley 

WO myſelf, a want of that coommon civility which ma 

t 1 found almoſt in the vileſt of men. | " 

im u is amazing that you ſhould make fo much to do 


JET 


d, n out the church, when you find yourſelf deſtitute of 
rm ement to ſupport your ſentiments. I would beg of 
to Ui as a friend, never to write again on the ſubject to 
"_ e or to any other perſon until you learn to behave as 
» the 


man, and as a chriſtian. You expoſe your ignorance F 
every one but yourſelf in your letters. I amapprehenfive 
ur heart T will reſent what I have faid. I hope it 
not break love beyond the bounds of moderation 
| am heartily ſorry for you and all that think as you do. 
u diſcover ſomething of the ſame ſpirit that was once 
und in a Biſhop Bonner, and a Biſhop Laud, but times 
altered. If you fwayed the ſcepter in Eng land, we 
ud tremble for liberty of conſci ene. 
ping you more of the ſpirit and temper of your 
Nelton, | | 


Wh 
loes u 
e {ubje 
old vx 
Cownl 
ö. Ye 
ventiol 
rhen 
your. f 
{pitit 


I az, Your's, Ke. 


| ALEX. KILHAM. 
1 rphan- Houſe, 27th Jan. 1792. | 


n of S. As you are ſo deſtitute of argument to maintain 
the wo cauſe, would it not be well to look out for the play» 

SH Mir Thompſon employed to write Mr Weſley's life. 
ps he would help you a little. 9 


| want 
en, is 


Alexander Kilham doth ſo. 
Both are now at the bar of che Public they will jud 


? 


ge. 
or have not turned a hair of my face, much leſs reached my 
eart. i | * 


The School for Scandal ſeems now removed from the play-bouſe 
to the Orphan-houſe. | 


F 
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. aſt Conference, fully 


anſwer his wonderful letter No. 6\ therefore returnec 


leaſt from the way you judge to be the beſt, no 


Mr PRINCIPAL DESIGN in writing the letters which 
bear my name, is an attempt. to ſhew that the intry- 
ducing the Sacraments among the people called Meth 


diſts, is altogether unneceſſary, becauſe every benefit i ,, 
be received therefrom, 1s fully enjoyed by receiving a 
the ſame as hitherto practiſed z and becauſe bring ye 


ing theſe ordinances into the ſocieties conſtitutes then 
à diſtinct body, and overturns at once the ſyſten 
upon which Methodiſm was founded, I have remonſtrat 
ed with Mr Cownley on the part he has ated hereinfier ; 
and. I think only with a proper zeal reſpeCting ſuch Wher 
momentous affair. I hope my. reaſoning thereon, ani 
the extract I have produced from the minutes of t 
eftabliſhes every charge I ha 
made againſt him, and totally refutes what hath bee e r. 
advanced in reply, ſo far as reſpects the merits of thllecl:i: 
eauſe, I ſay the merits of the cauſe, for all the labour 
productions of Mr Kilham, {vide Letters 4th and Othir 
about wicked Minifters, the worſt of finners, and tl 
unlawfulne/s of receiving in company with ſach, &c. n 
being a matter in diſpute between Mr Cownley and 
I have nothing to do with it, Mr Kilham having unde 
taken the defence of his friend, ought to have conlinier 
himſelf to that point only; but as he choſe to wan head a 
aſide from the ſubject, plunge into a ſlough, and bem 


himſelf, I was under no neceſſity to follow him 


unanſwered, yet not deſtitute of either matter or at 


ment, ſo to do, as he vauntingly ſuppoſes. All the off ul 
cry made about the danger and unlawfulneſs of recen te I 
among ſinners, is a mere phantom of the brain, anWr, de 


is evident both Mr Cownley and-Mr Kilham thinks ſo, 
elſe are actuated by worſe motives Mr Cownley: 
letter 2.) „ you are not required to deviate in 


6c prete 
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pretends to lord it over your conſcience.” and yet in 
paper which bears his fignature, intitled, “a reply to 
the circular letter from Hull, addreſſed to the ſtewards 
© and Leaders of the Methodiſt ſocieties,” It is ſaid 
mong many other hard things, “ are you clear in fitting 
| down with the worſt of ſinners at the Lord's Supper.” 
Are you, brethren, 4 in eating with ſuch in ſo 
ſacred an ordinance?ꝰ ! "Thoſe who appear to go with 
the greateſt ſatisfaction, depend more upon what the 
reformers and Mr Weſley has ſaid on the lawfulneſs of 
partaking, than upon that word that ſhall judge them 
at the laſt day.” Mr Kilham ſays, (Letter, No. 6 


rhich 
intro 
ethd 
fit u 
elving 


bring you know if you had continued with us, you migh 

then have gone to church as uſual.” Nevertheleſs how 
ſy\enſererely does he cenſure and condemn the practice. T 
nſtru ink therefore, it is a juſt inference,” that all the out- 
bereue made, is either a bugbear to frighten children, of 
ſuch cherwiſe, if they quietly allow perſons to continue 
n, anlembers of the ſociety, whom they believe liveth in an 
of M bitual tranſgreſſion of the laws of God, their motives 
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e much worſe. Does not this connivance deſtroy all 
e rules of the Society at one blow; may not I juſtly 
claim, Oh! what a fall in Methodiſm is bere. Ah! 
ght to remember perhaps Mr Kilham's intention, 1 
thing me to continue in the connexion is only to lu 

wa blind ſecurity, in order that * my foul may not 
eſcape vengeance.” „ OL URL YA HE 
To wind up this unpleaſant buſineſs, my judgment 


g unde che matter is this: The Sacrament of the Lord's 
contnWyyer, conſiſteth of two parts, the outward part, 
o wanted and Wine, which the Lord had cemmanded to be 
1d bem ieived, is all that the moſt holy miniſter can deſtribute. 


him 
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e inward part or thing ſignified, the body and blood 
Chriſt, is only given, taken, and eaten after an 


r or ?Wrenly and ſpiritual manner. The mean whereby 
n the ONS foul receiveth this, is faith; and whoſoever approach» 
freceuß ke Table of the Lord by faith, diſcerning the Lord's 
un, mah, doth moſt afſuredly receive all the benefits of the 
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red inſtitution, entirely independent of either the 
neſs or ſinfulneſs of any other perſon: preſent, while 
the fame time, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, and 
lx this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be guilty of 
the 
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the body and blood of the Lord. Therefore inſtead d 
judging one another, let every one (as the Apoſth 
exhorteth) examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of thy 
bread, and drink of that cup. 579 

I ſhall add the laſt words (which hath come to ny 
hands) Mr Wefley publiſhed on the ſubject, which ven 
written within fifteen months of his death : 

„ never had any deſign of ſeparating ſrom the Church 

„J have no ſuch deſign now. I do not believe th 
„ Methodiſts in general deſign it when I am no mon 
6 ſeen. I do, and will do, all that is in my power i 
£ prevent ſuch event. Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of all that] 
& can do, many of them will ſeparate from it.“ 
. * In flat oppoſition to theſe, I declare once more, 
« live and die a member of the Church of England; an 
« that none who regard my judgment or advice, vi 
« ever ſeparate from it. 


« JOHN WESLEY.” 


4 LonDoNn, Dec. It, 1789.” . 


If the ſteps I have taken prove a means to preſent 
the ſyſtem Mr Weſley ſo happily. eſtabliſhed, and wit 
hath continued half a century, I ſhall rejoice, if th 
do. not, I ſhall have this conſolation, that I haye: do! 
all in my power to prevent a ſeparation. 


ROB. GREY. 
bite Creſt, Feb. 18, 1792. 


